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At each review he solemnly engaged himself to the soldiers to stand by them in securing the redress of their military grievances and the reform of Parliament, exacting from them in return a signed pledge to obey the orders of the General and council of war. At the first rendezvous, which took place near Ware on November I5th, there was some opposition. The Levellers tried to convert it into a general demonstration in favour of the " Agreement of the People." Two regiments came there unsum-moned, wearing the " Agreement of the People " in their hats, with the motto, " England's Freedom, Soldiers* Rights." They had driven away their own officers, called on other regiments to do the like, and planned the seizure of Cromwell as a traitor to the cause of the people. But when he rode up to the mutineers none dared to lay hands on him. " Lieutenant-General Cromwell's carnage, with his naked waved sword, daunted the soldiers with the paper in their hats, and made them pluck it out and be subjected to command." One soldier was tried, and shot on the field; others, including several officers, were reserved for the judgment of a future court-martial. On November igth, Cromwell was able to report to Parliament that the army was very quiet and obedient, and received the thanks of the Commons for his services.
Meanwhile the King sent a message to Parliament from the Isle of Wight, offering various concessions and asking to be admitted to a personal treaty at London. He applied also to the army leaders, urging them to support his request, to which